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Words of the Living Savior…to Mary

Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.   15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”  Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Do you have a pet phrase that you are known to say?  Maybe a memorable acronym?  Some high schools allow the graduating class to print their favorite sayings in the yearbook along with their likes, pet peeves, best times etc.  Here are some favorite high school sayings from 10 years ago, “You better recognize and apologize.”  “G-Yeah. Ta-dow.”  “Watch out now!”  Here’s a good one, “I fish, therefore, I am.”  These are silly sayings that few people remember.  However, there are words people have spoken years ago that few have forgotten today.  President Roosevelt on his day of inauguration said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  He also said these famous words, “Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live on in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked.”  These words are imprinted on people’s minds because the circumstances surrounding these words affected a great deal of people.

The past six weeks during our midweek Lenten services we explored Words of the Suffering Savior.  Words he spoke to the criminals, his disciples, to Judas, to the soldiers, and to Pilate.  “I am a King, but my kingdom is not of this world.  Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.  Today you will be with me in Paradise. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  These are words imprinted on our minds and in our hearts because they impact our eternal salvation, because the circumstances surrounding these words affect all people of all time.  The past six weeks we followed our suffering Savior.  Our mood was melancholy, our songs were somber.  Today, a smile adorns our faces, the mood is light and the songs are joyful as today we listen to Words of your Living Savior…words to Mary.

When you visit the gravesite of a loved one, what do you typically do?  Do you place flowers or some other memento, speak to the deceased, do you weep?  Why do you do these things?  You miss that loved one.   What would happen if one day you arrived at the mausoleum and the space where your loved one lay was vacant?  How would you feel if when you walked up to a gravestone of a loved one and the ground was dug up, and the coffin, six feet down in the hole, was empty?   You’d be devastated!  Who took this body?  Why did they take this body?  You would do anything to find out what had happened and get that body back for a proper burial.

You can imagine the horror that ran through the hearts and minds of the women who arrived at the tomb that first Easter morning.  Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James and other women had reverently observed Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus as they took the Lord’s body off of the cross.  They followed the men to a nearby garden, where they laid his body in a new tomb.  They watched the Roman soldiers stand their guard in front of the large stone that sealed the tomb.  It had been late Friday evening.  Saturday was the Sabbath, the day of rest.  Now, at dawn on Sunday morning Mary and the other women hurried to the tomb to properly prepare Jesus’ body for burial.

As they approached the grave things were not has they had left them.  The soldiers were gone.  The stone to the entrance had been rolled away!  They looked inside and did not see the body of their dear Lord!  But two angels, who told them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he is risen!  Remember what he had told you while he was still with you?  The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” (Luke 24:5,6)  Despite this reassuring message from the angels, the women rushed back to tell the disciples, “They have taken the Lord away!”  Peter and John immediately ran to the tomb and found the grave empty, just as the women reported.  Except for the burial clothes, folded neatly where Jesus’ body had been.  Grave robbers would not have taken the time to do that.  The disciples went home.  Mary was left all alone with her sorrow.  Once more, heavily weeping, she peered in to the empty tomb, hoping her eyes had deceived her.  She again saw the two angles seated where Jesus’ body been.  They tried to console her, “Woman, why are you crying?”  But Mary would not be comforted.  “They have taken my Lord away.”  Even when Jesus himself stood behind her, her mind was so fixed on the fact that her Lord was still dead, she thought, “This is the gardener who takes care of the tombs.  Maybe he knows where the body is.”  Mary Magdalene still did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead, as he said he would.

During the past few weeks news reports about the supposed “Jesus Papers” have been released.  These papers claim that Jesus did not really die on the cross, but survived.  Jesus become unconscious and then regained consciousness after a while.  I read another report online about a professor in Florida who has a theory that Jesus really didn’t walk on water in the Sea of Galilee.  He walked on a giant floating piece of ice.  The History Channel aired a program a few months ago inviting professors from all over the world to prove that the 10 plagues in the Old Testament never happened, but where merely freak acts of nature.  What if Jesus had not died?  That means he really did not bodily rise from death.  What if all his miracles could be proven as magician’s tricks?  What if what God has told us in the Bible is all a lie?

The apostle Paul tells us very plainly the hopelessness we have if Jesus did not die and rise, “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless, and so is your faith.  If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” (1Cor 15)  Last week in our Wednesday morning Bible study a member of the class asked, “Pastor, what do unbelievers feel?  I mean, how do they live?  ‘Cause I don’t know what it’s like to not have Jesus in my life.”  I thought about it for a moment and said, “They have no hope, no confidence for life after death.  They have no certainty as to what will happen when they die, so they die in fear.  All they have to live for is the here and now.”

If Jesus had not truly died on the cross but simply passed out, what does that say about our eternal salvation?  It’s incomplete.  Then that means we have to do something to pay God back for all the times we use his name to curse, the times we gossip, the hate we harbor in our hearts, for the times we stabbed our friends in the back, for the thoughts of jealousy and lust, the times we pushed God aside and said, “I’m number one.”  How would we know if we ever paid God back for those sins?  God tells us in his Word, “Be perfect, just as I am perfect.  Then you can be sure you’ll be in heaven when you die.”  That’s impossible.  We can’t be perfect.  For starters, we inherited a sinful nature from our parents.  That sinful nature causes us to sin every day.  We can’t pay God back for our sins.  Jesus had to die on the cross to pay for all of our sins.  And he did.

When he said those words from the cross, “It is finished,” that meant no more payment for sins needs to be made.  How many of you have credit card debt, make mortgage payments, car payments, maybe even for two cars?  How many still owe their parents money?  Let’s say one day someone knocked on your door and said, “I’m going to take care of your mortgage payments, I’ll completely pay off your parents, the car payments and those nasty credit cards and all the interest.”  You’d say, “Great!  Now that you’ve consolidated my debt, what’s the interest rate going to be?”  He says, “There is none.  In fact, you don’t owe me anything.”  That’s what Jesus did with the debt of sin you owed God.  He paid it in full.

So what about this death business?  We all deserve to die because we sin everyday.  God in his Word says, “The soul who sins is the one who will die.”  What if Jesus had remained in the grave?  Then we have no hope.  But our God tells us in his Word, “But Christ has indeed been risen from the dead!” (1Cor 15:20)  Jesus himself said, “Because I live, you also will live.”  Words of comfort and hope from our Living Savior!  Now listen how he speaks words of comfort and hope to Mary Magdalene.  “Mary!”  That’s right, one word.  He calls her by her name.  Isn’t this the same truth our little children know and understand when they sing, “I am Jesus little Lamb, ever glad at heart I am, for my Shepherd gently guides me, knows my needs and well provides me, loves me every day the same, even calls me by my name.”  Jesus himself said, “He calls his own sheep by name… and the sheep listen to his voice.” (John 10) When a little baby is born, he or she cries and cries and cries.  Oftentimes when the mother or father takes that baby and gentle speaks to the baby, the baby turns his head and looks for that familiar voice, and calms down, the crying stops.  Mary heard a familiar voice.  She stopped crying and turned toward that familiar voice; the same voice that had cast out of her body seven demons (Luke 8:2); the same voice that had instructed her in the Word of God; the same voice that cried out from the cross, declaring his victory over her sin and death, “It is finished!”  The voice that now said, “Mary. I am not dead.  I am alive.  Rejoice with me!”

Words of your Living Savior, spoken to Mary, are words spoken to you and me.  Jesus also calls you by name, individually, personally, telling you, that you are saved from your sins by the blood he shed on the cross. You have been rescued from death by his resurrection.  You have been given the gift of an eternity in heaven.  You now have comfort, hope that Jesus will take you to heaven when you die.

Jesus speaks these words of comfort to you today.  I’ll be honest with you.  He will not come down and appear to us this morning, although if he did we’d be the coolest church in Radcliff.  He spoke to you already this morning, when you heard the lessons read, as you sang the songs whose texts are grounded in the same Biblical truths, as you listen to what God has to say to you today in the sermon, as you read his Word at home in your personal devotions, Jesus talks to you.  Your Living Savior talks to you through his Word.  And his Word has power.  His Word is the dynamite that blasts away your sins, that shatters your doubt, that enables you to destroy temptation from the devil, that bursts the chains of death.  His Word has the power to say, “Death has been swallowed up in victory!  Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?” (1Cor 15:54,55)  His Word gives you the confidence to die at peace with God, knowing that when you wake up from death, you will be in the arms of your Living Savior.

This is great news, news that moved Mary Magdalene to sprint to the disciples and joyfully proclaim, “I have seen the Lord!  Listen to what he said to me!”  These words of our Living Savior are words you and I can get excited about.  Like Mary, don’t you want to share these words of your Living Savior?  For he is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Amen.

